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Ever heard of UKEF? 
 

UKEF (UK Export Finance) is the UK’s best kept secret for international trade, which every exporter and 
importer should be aware of. 

 

International trade can be expensive with longer payment terms, credit checks and increased volumes.  It 

is prudent to get credit insurance and might also be necessary to get finance to enable an order to be 

fulfilled. Sometimes lenders and insurers are reluctant to lend and insure.  This can be for many reasons; 

the most common being a supplier/customer with little or no credit history, a supplier / customer based in 

a market which has a bad reputation or simply that your company has little or no credit history.   To help 

that UK companies succeed with international trade the United Kingdom government has UKEF which is an 

export credit agency. Their role is to help UK companies succeed in international markets by providing 

trade finance and insurance solutions to support their exports.  

 

UKEF offers a variety of services, including: 

 

• Insurance: UKEF provides export credit insurance to help UK companies reduce the risk of loss 

from non-payment for exports. 

 

• Loan guarantees: UKEF provides loan guarantees to support the financing of UK exports, helping 

companies access the financing they need to succeed in international markets.  

 

• Bond support: UKEF provides bond support to help UK companies issue bonds and secure the 

financing they need to support their exports. 

 

• Direct lending: UKEF provides direct lending to UK companies to support the financing of their 

exports. 

 

UKEF works with banks, export finance specialists, and other stakeholders to provide these services and 

support UK companies as they grow and succeed in international markets. In essence UKEF will guarantee 

finance or insurance from another lender/insurer. 

 

The goal of UKEF is to help UK companies overcome the financial and commercial risks associated with 

exporting, and to support their long-term success in international markets.   

 

Their mission is a powerful one: 

 

“To advance prosperity by ensuring no viable UK export fails for lack of finance or insurance, doing that 

sustainably, and at no net cost to the taxpayer.” 
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